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Holiday Opening Times:
Sat 24/12/11 9am-2pm when we are Closed:
Sun 25/12/11 Closed Call 9751 2999 to be
\Y/[eTa W24k P27k s I @1 [ T1=Te ll Thank you for choosing to be a client at DRVC directed to the Animal
Tue 27/12/11  Closed REAEIECEIEMIAIESEIE LR AMERR] F nergency Centre in Mt
happy & safe festive season! Please find enclosed
Wed 28/12/11 8am-7pm your 2012 calendar (yes—t hey ' r e ba
ALV IE VAR RRCET e We * ve had an eventf ul [JeaelldmElabteoaloles
Fri 30/12/11 8am-7pm M Lilsa broke her arm at the start of the year - [t NPAVE oW NEXTEMNVETIvNS
then started her Diploma in Vet Nursing.
Sat 31/12/11 9am-2pm R Haylee won Trainee of the Year at Box Hill
Sun 01/01/12  Closed TAFE & has a new house to move into for - [Slagl=Ife [l SCR=Tale AU [0 B
Mon 02/01/12  Closed Xmas. life Victoria for Wildlife
. Elissa broke her wrist!
Tue 03/01/12 83m'7pm o Kerry started renovations on her house &

Wed 04/01/12 onwards: has been to Malaysia. also call to hear our nor-
o Moss celebrated 20 years as a vet!
o Ashley had her first baby—Eliza!

° Samantha had her first baby—India!
10-12pm g DRVC celebrated being open 12 years. cept Public Holidays!

After Hour Emergencies

Waverley for small ani-

North for large animal

emergencies. You can

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm mal opening hours

Sat 9am-2pm which is every day ex-

Remember some food & other items (esp. tinsel )

aren 't safe for pets t

Food that Pets should Avoid over the Festive Period:
. Fatty food (eg. cream, gravy, turkey skin / ham off cuts )

. Grapes, sultanas & raisins

. Macadamia Nuts
. Chocolate—particularly dark cooking chocolate
. Onions & garlic

. Cooked bones




Leptospirosis is recognized as a

zoonotic disease all over the world.
It is a serious infectious disease
affecting domestic & wild animals as
well as people. It can cause mild or
fatal disease in dogs!

The past year of above average
rainfall including flooding provides
an ideal environment for the spread
of Leptospirosis.

Traditionally it has been thought to
be a tropical disease but a recent
Australian leptospiral prevalence
study in dogs identified Victoria as
having the highest prevalence of the
eastern states. The same study also
suggests that the disease is
‘““hiding

nance host population and under

' in the
favourable conditions, such as flood-
ing, can emerge to cause infection &

clinical disease in dogs.

Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease
caused by members of the spiro-
chaete family. The most important
strains found in Australia are Lepfo-
spira inferrogans serovar Copenha-
geni & Australis. The serovar mostly
found in Victoria is Copenhagi which
is the same strain that is in the C2i

leptospirosis vaccine.

The hosts of the 2 most common
strains in Australia are rats & some

native marsupials.

Direct exposure can occur from rodent
urine, bite wounds or ingestion of in-
fected tissue (live or dead rats ). Indi-
rect exposure may be from contami-
nated water, food or soil. Leptospira is
particularly hardy & may remain viable
in moist soil or water for several

months.

Leptospirosis is considered an occupa-
tional hazard for people that work out-
doors (like landscape gardeners, grain
farmers & sewerage workers) or with
animals (like graziers, farmers, abba-
toir workers & veterinary staff) & a
regrdatonal hazam foncanepers &

those involved in water sports.

Fatality rates in dogs have been re-
ported to be approximately 50% of hos-

pitalized cases in Australia.

The diagnosis of leptospirosis is diffi-
cult. Clinical signs & routine pathology
results may be mild or non-specific.
Culture of the
ways successful due to intermittent
shedding of the organism. A PCR

( DNA test) is available in New Zea-
land but not in Australia. New Zealand
has a far higher incidence per capita

than Australia, UK or USA.
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Pretech'C2i vaccination
breaks the incidental
cycle to dogs

INCIDENTAL
CYCLE

Definitive diagnosis relies on demon-
stration of a 4 fold increase in anti-
body levels in the blood over 2-4
weeks which can be hampered if

treatment is instigated.

The disease enters the body through
mucous membranes like the mouth,
nose, eyes or vulva or wounds in the
skin. Classically leptospirosis results
in acute haemorrhagic, kidney & liver
disease. However, many cases pre-
sent with non-specific clinical signs
like lethargy, inappetance, vomiting,
diarrhoea &/or fever. The signs of
infection in people are the same in-
cluding flu-like symptoms. About 10%
of people will develop severe signs of
liver & kidney disease & up to 15% of
these patients die as a result. The
most common leptospirosis serovar
to cause fatalities in people is the
same group that includes serovar
Copenhageni (the most common

found in Victoria ).

Treatment involves supportive care

like intra-venous fluids, gut protec-

b I o otghts,&nti Wdmitify @gehtsS8antibiot- a | -

ics.

Recommendations for the prevention
of leptospirosis in animals & people
include controlling & avoiding rodent
populations & vaccinating dogs. Also,
ensuring basic hygiene standards in
children as well as adults & treating
affected dogs will reduce the zoonotic

potential of spread from dogs to peo-
ple.

This year DRVC is advocating vacci-
nation of all dogs. Adult dogs will
need a booster 1 month after the

initial dose which can be combined

with the regular C5 vaccine.




This time of year there are a lot of anxious pets with the

regular displays of fireworks. Some dogs show general-
ized anxiety to a variety of stimuli including vacuum
cleaners, thunder & lightning, fireworks, doorbells, etc.

A lot of dogs will also show varying degrees of separation
anxiety. Some dogs will destroy furniture & doors when

t hei t

r owners aren home!
Anxious dogs seem to be more prevalent nowadays &
this is often a reflection
handling of the situation. Some dogs are born nervous by
nature & others are this way from prior experiences &
reinforcement of the behaviour. The good news is that if
you recognize this problem early & are prepared to work
hard at a solution the results can be great!

A combination of techniques are generally required but

some basic rules can be followed regularly to reduce the
effects of anxiety:

1. Only reward calm or desirable behaviour. For ex-
ample if your dog is trying to climb out of the win-
dow during a thunderstorm that is not the time to
tell him he is a good boy. You can reassure him &
try ng hi
Be &

stand why he is being chastised for destroying

di stracti m but

consistent ti mely.
the door 2 hours after the event occurred.

Provide a small, confined, comfort area (eg laun-
dry or toilet ) for high stress periods like thunder-

storms & fireworks. Put some favourite toys in the
area & some familiar bedding. Turn the radio on!

Try desensitizing your dog to fireworks & thunder

by playing a CD with the high stimulus noises on
them at regular times at low volume initially so the
dog can learn to tune out to the real noises. Ask
us for a free copy of a CD like this.

If your dog is especially anxious most of the time
& dependent on your existence within 3 feet of
him at all times, then you may need to book an
appointment with us. Medications like Prozac /
Reconcile or Clomicalm can help reduce anxiety
while other strategies can be put in place.
Anti-anxiety medication like val-
ium or sedatives like acepromaz-

ine can help for high stress occa-

sions like thunderstorms.

Standards of Care:

Two patients limp into two different Australian Medical clin-
ics with the same complaint. Both have trouble walking and
appear to require a knee reconstruction.

The first patient is examined within the hour, is x-rayed the
same day, blood work done and has an appointment
booked for surgery the following week, all within the same
building.

The second sees the family doctor after waiting 2 weeks
for an appointment, then waits 18 weeks to see a special-
isf,) tLen E;e?s%n xE)r eaty ,0 Wthei rc ’h s i sl, r!| f et s tr
month and finally has his surgery scheduled for 6 months
from then.

Why the difference in treatment
for the 2 patients?

The fi

The second is a Senior Citizen.

rst is a

Science Diet Healthy Mobility has been specifically formu-

lated to support joint flexibility & improve mobility of adult
dogs >12 months of age. It is ideal for dogs who may be at
risdl 6f joift Problemsainythe futéred Fodexabhple) this diet
wolld befideall for Golde® Retrieviers tbedadse they are the
most likely breed in Australia to develop hip
dysplasia. A young dog that needs surgery
due to cruciate ligament rupture or a Chihua-

hua with dislocating knee caps would also

be ideal candidates. Older dogs that are

already showing signs of arthritis are better

suited to prescription j/d food.

In 2011 the veterinary profession celebrated 250 years of

formal recognition. It all started in Lyon, France in 1761
when the first veterinary school was opened by Claude
Bourgelat. In Australia, veterinary science
was officially recognized with the passing
of the Veterinary Surgeons Act in Decem-
ber 1887. In 1888 the first private veteri-
nary college was opened in Fitzroy by
W.T. Kendall & then in 1909 the first vet-

erinary school was opened at the Univer-

sity of Melbourne.
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Monday 31st October saw the inaugural Melbourne Cup Eve Gala hosted by Sassafras Primary
School at Ferny Creek Reserve Hall. Attended by 60 locals & visitors, the night was full of fun
with mock horse race calls by Moss, play money to use for betting, gourmet food, cocktails &
dancing in the hall that was transformed into a spectacular indoor racing marquee! Our vet nurse
Kerry won the major prize of a Romance Package for 2 at the Stamford Plaza, Melbourne.
DRVC was the major sponsor & many of our suppliers were also sponsors. What a great event &

initiative from Sassafras Primary School. Next year promises to be even better!

The DRVC XMAS Raffl
$2 per ticket
$5 for 3 tickets
2 hampers to be won
Drawn 231211

Our New Website has Launched: www.drvet.com.au




